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COMMEMORATES  STATUE  DRIVE 

Paperweight  To  Honor 
New  Lincoln  Bronze 


By  Charlotte  Fleshman 
SUCCESS  OF  a  movement  to 
place  a  Lincoln  statue  on  the 
state  capitol  grounds  in 
Charleston,  West  Virginia,  is 
being  commemorated  with  the 
issuance  of  an  "Abraham 
Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight" 
paperweight. 

The  scalloped,  rectangular 
slab  encases  a  photo  of  a  42-inch 
plaster  model  of  a  Lincoln 
figure.  A  9-foot  bronze  casting  is 
planned  for  placement  on  a 
3-foot  base  on  the  state  capitol 
grounds  next  spring. 

The  statue  is  a  sculptural 
translation  by  Fred  Torrey 
(1884-1067)  of  the  familiar 
poem  of  Vachel  Lindsay 
(1879-1931),  who  .  envisioned 
Lincoln  as  unable  to  rest  in  his 
tomb  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  and 
walking  at  midnight  because  "a 
sick  world  cries." 

Torrey 's  full  figure  of  the 
martyred  president  shows  him 
walking  with  slippered  feet, 
clutching  his  long  robe  with  his 
right  hand  at  his  chest. 

The  model,  acclaimed  by  art 
critics,  was  presented  to  the 
Mountain  State  on  Lincoln's 
birthday  anniversary  in  1970  by 
a  small  group  of  West  Virginians 
spearheading  a  drive  for  funds 
for  the  bronze  enlargement. 

Now,  a  year  later,  only 
$25,000  remains  to  be  raised. 
Success  of  the  drive  is  assured 
and  is  being  commemorated 
with  the  paperweight.  It  is 
designed  as  paperweights  of 
Lincoln's  own  time  except  for  a 


modern  plexiglas  window  on  the 
underside  for  viewing  printed 
statue  information. 

Orders  for  the  paperweight, 
at  $5  each,  should  be  addressed 
to  Lincoln  Paperweight,  Raleigh 
County  Bank,  Beckley,  W.  Va. 
25801.  Sale  of  the  paperweight 
benefits  the  statue  fund  and  also 
serves  notice  that  West  Virginia 
soon  will  have  a  heroic-sized 
enlargement  of  the  famed 
sculptor's  favorite  work. 

Torrey  did  "Lincoln,  the 
Circuit  Rider"  and  "Lincoln,  the 
Ranger"  for  Lincoln's  tomb  in 
Springfield,  and  many  other 
Lincoln  studies,  including 
"Lincoln  and  Tad"  for  the  Iowa 
capitol  grounds  in  Des  Moines. 


Abe  Lincoln  Walks  At  Midnight 


"Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at 
Midnight"  was  designed  for 
bronze  enlargement  when  it  was 
sculpted  in  1933  but  Torrey 
kept  it  in  his  personal  collection 
throughout  his  life. 

One  year  before  he  died  in 
1967  at  the  age  of  83,  he 
arranged  for  the  model  to  go  to 
the  state  where  he  was  born  and 
where  he  lived  until  age  25, 
when  lie  left  to  study 
sculpturing  at  the  Art  Institute 
of  Chicago. 

He  and  his  talented  wife, 
Mabel  Landrum  Torrey,  were 
proteges  of  Lorado  Taft  and 
closely  associated  with  him  for 
many  years  in  Midway  Studios, 
Chicago. 

She  specialized  in  children's 
figures  and  he  in  Lincoln  studies, 
although  their  work  covers  a 
wide  range  of  contemporary, 
historical,  religious  and  mythical 
subjects. 

His  largest  commission  was 
the  $50,000  Munn  Memorial  in 
Gage  Park,  Topeka,  Kansas.  It 
portrays  the  westward  advance 
of  civilization  in  the  United 
States. 

The  most  famous  work  of 
Mrs.  Torrey,  now  an  invalid  in  a 
nursing  home  in  Ames,  Iowa,  is 
"Wynken,  Blynken  and  Nod."  It 
was  commissioned  by  the  city  of 
Denver,  Colorado,  as  a  memorial 
to  Eugene  Field,  who  wrote  the 
Dutch  lullaby. 

Their  combined  lifetime 
production  totals  nearly  100 
work's,  mostly  in  stone  and 
bronze  and  in  the  classical 
tradition.  Photographs  Torrey 
took  of  his  and  his  wife's 
sculpture  illustrate  a  new  art 
book,  "The  Sculpture  of  Fred 
and  Mabel  Torrey,"  by  Gladys 
Hamlin,  assistant  professor  of  art 
at  Iowa  State  University. 

For  the  jacket  of  her  book, 
Miss  Hamlin  chose  "Abraham 
Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight." 

The  side  view  of  Lincoln  on 
the  book  jacket   is  the  same  as 


the  view  in  the  new  paperweight 
now  being  brought  out  in  West 
Virginia. 

Shipmen  was  not  scheduled 
until  late  February,  but  seven  of 
the  paperweights  were  specially 
crafted  in  advance  for 
presentations  on  the  1971 
Lincoln  birthday  anniversary. 

One  was  presented  to 
Governor  Arch  A.  Moore,  in 
whose  capitol  reception  room 
the  statue  model  is  on  public 
display  now.  One  was  given  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Graham, 
executive  of  the  Vachel  Lindsay 

Association,  which  maintains  the 
poet's  home  in  Springfield. 

The  others  went  to  Dr.  Paul 
M.  Stevens  of  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  executive  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptists'  Radio  and 
Television  Commission,  for 
presentation  at  the  commission's 
Abe  Lincoln  Awards  Benefit 
honoring  broadcasters  of  the 
nation  who  are  helping  "to 
elevate  the  nation  and  mankind 
to  new  levels  of  moral  and 
spiritual  attainment." 

Stevens  chose  West  Virginia's 
Lincoln  statue  as  the  design  for 
bas  relief  reproduction  in  metal 
plaques  etched  with  Lincoln's 
second  inaugural'  words, 
"Firmness  in  the  right  as  God 
gives  us  to  see  the  right." 
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that  here  at  midnight  m  our  uaie  town 
a  mourning  figure  walks  and  will  not  rest, 
near  the  old  courthouse  pacing  up  and  down . . . 

A  bronzed,  lank  man!  His  suit  of  ancient  black, 
a  famous-high  top  hat  and  plain  work-worn  shawl 
make  him  the  quaint  great  figure  men  love, 
the  prairie-lawyer,  master  of  us  all,., 

—  Vachel  Lindsay 


The  years  have  passed  —  more 
than  100  of  them  —  since  Abraham 
Lincoln  signed  the  proclamation 
making  West  Virginia  a  state. 

It  is  an  irony  of  men  and  govern- 
ment that  Lincoln  has  no  memorial 
in  West  Virginia's  Capitol  at 
Charleston. 

A  Lincoln  memorial  fund  raising 
campaign,  begun  nine  years  ago  dur- 
ing the  state's  centennial  celebra- 
tion, has  little  more  than  reached  the 
half  -  way  point.  Its  goal  is  to  erect  a 
nine-foot  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln 
by  sculptor  Fred  Martin  Torrey  on 
the  grounds  of  the  Capital.  The  total 
cost  is  expected  to  be  $40,000,  ac- 
cording to  Miss  Louise  Bing,  treasur- 
er of  the  non  -  profit  Lincoln  Statue 
Fund  Corporation. 

The  story  of  the  statue  began  in 
1884  when  the  sculptor  was  born  in 
Fairmont,  the  son  of  a  shoemaker. 

During  his  early  adult  years  he 
worked  in  Fairmont  as  a  window 
decorator.  One  day  a  traveler  com- 
mented that  he  had  not  seen  anything 
in  all  the  window  displays  of  Paris 
more  creative  than  Torrey's  work. 

Torrey  weighed  the  remark  and, 
soon  after,  decided  to  enroll  at  the 
Chicago  Art  Institute.  There  he  met 
and  married  another  student,  the 
former  Mabel  Landrum  of  Sterling, 
Colo. 

Through  the  years  the  Torreys 
often  worked  as  a  team  gaining  na- 
tional renown  as  two  of  America's 
foremost  classical  sculptors. 

Although  they  were  often  criti- 
cized for  their  traditionalism,  the 
Torreys  reflected  serenity  in  their 
work. 

As  an  individual  artist,  Mrs.  Tor- 
rey is  perhaps  best  known  for  the 
sensitive  studies  of  children.  Her 
work  was  inspired  by  their  daughter, 
Betty  Jane,  who  often  served  as  a 
model.  Among  her  work  is  "Wynken, 
'  Blynken  and  Nod,"  which  stands  in 
Denver's  Washington  Park;  "Robin 
Song,"  and  "Morning  Kiss,"  a  scul- 
ture  of  a  mother  and  child. 

Meanwhile  the  list  of  Fred  Tor- 
rey's work  became  long  and  impres- 
sive. It  includes  sculpture  of  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi,  Martin  Luther, 
George  Washington  Carver  and  John 
Kennedy.  But  he  was  most  intrigued 
by  the  subject  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
All  told,  he  did  seven  works  of  Lin- 
.coln. 

One  of  his  greatest  is  a  study  of. 


Lincoln  showing  an  album  to  his  son.. 
Called  "Lincoln  and  Tad,"  it  is  a. 
product  of  Torrey's  teamwork  with 
his  wife  who  did  the  child's  figure. 
The  statue  stands  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Iowa  Capital  in  Des  Moines  and 
is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  photo- 
graphed scenes  in  the  state. 

However,  in  spite  of  his  national 
acclaim,  none  of  Torrey's  work  was 

displayed  in  West  Virginia. 

Then  in  1983,  Miss  Bing,  a  retired 
Charleston  school  teacher,  began  a 
drive  to  erect  one  of  Torrey's  works' 
of  Lincoln  in  the  Mountain  State  Cap- 
itol. 

Unable  to  gain  support  of  state 
officials,  she  appealed  to  Jim  Corn- 
stock,  editor  of  "Hillbilly,"  for  aid. 

"Mr.  Comstock  became  interest- 
ed in  the  project  and  published  my 
ideas,"  she  says.  "The  work  began  to 
pick  up.  Finally  he  interested  Sum- 
mersville  Mayor  William  S.  Bryant. 
Mr.  Bryant  flew  his  private  plane  to 
Iowa  and  later  met  with  the  Torreys 
in  their  Des  Moines  studio." 

In  198S  Torrey  offered  to  sell  a 
model  of  Abraham  Lincoln  called 
"Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight"  to  West 
Virginia  for  $5,000.  He  had  taken  the 
title  for  his  work  from  Vachel  Lind- 
say's poem  which  describes  Lincoln 
walking  the  streets  at  midnight  be- 
cause he  cannot  sleep. 

"Mr.  Torrey  told  Mr.  Bryant  he 
thought  it  would  make  a  fine  statue 
for  the  state  capitol  grounds,"  Miss 
Bing  says.  "He  presumed  we  would 
have  the  model  made  into  a  nine  foot 
statue." 

Mr.  Torrey  died  in  1967  before 
arrangements  for  the  sale  were 
complete. 

In  1969  Mr.  Bryant  again  flew  to 
Des  Moines.  This  time  he  had  $5,000 
in  contributions  to  pay.for  the  Torrey 
model. 

"The  42-inch  statue  is  displayed 
in  the  Governor's  reception  room  at 
the  Capitol  awaiting  the  day  when  we 
can  come  up  with  the  money  to  finish 
the  job,"  Miss  Bing  says. 

Although  there  have  been  indi- 
vidual contributions,  one  of  the  ma- 
jor ones  was  a  $15,000  gift  from  the 
West  Virginia  Arts  and  Humanities 
Council.  However  $16,000  more  is 
needed  to  complete  the  work,  Miss 
Bing  says. 

When  the  necessary  money  is 


available,  the  model  will  be  sent  to 
New  York  to  be  enlarged,  which  will 
cost  $8,000.  Then  it  will  be  returned 
to  West  Virginia  for  bronze  casting. 
Finally  it  will  be  placed  on  the  state- 
house  grounds. 

The  corporation  has  set  West 
Virginia  Day,  June  20,  1973,  as  the 
target  date  for  unveiling  and  dedica- 
tion. 

"It  is  all  a  matter  of  individual 
contributions,"  Miss  Bing  says.  "If 
everyone  in  the  state  would  give  just 
a  little,  that  is  all  we  would  need.  I'm 


not  looking  for  large  contributions." 

Donations  may  be  made  to  the 
Lincoln  Statue  Fund  Corporation, 
National  Bank  of  Commerce,  I 
Commerce  Square,  Charleston, 
W.Va. 

In  spite  of  the  amount  that  re- 
mains to  be  raised,  there  have  been 
people  across  the  state  working  with 
Miss  Bing  for  thepastnine  years.  She 
says  one  of  the  most  faithful  is  an 
elderly  lady  in  Grafton  who  has  sent 
a  $5  contribution  each  month  since 
1966. 
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March  8,  1973 


West  Virginia  Historical  Society 
Charleston,  West  Virginia  25301 

Gentlemen: 

I  would  like  to  obtain  some  information  and  statistics  on 
the  bronze  statue  "Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight",  a  sculptural 
translation  by  Fred  Torrey. 

First  of  all  has  this  statue  actually  been  erected  and 
dedicated  on  your  state  capital  grounds?  Is  this  a  heroic  by>onze 
statue?  Can  you  give  me  the  exact  dimensions  of  the  statue?  Also, 
do  ^ou  have  any  pictures  preferable  3  x  10  or  larger  of  the  statue  as 
it  appears  on  the  state  capital  grounds? 

We  would  be  very  appreciative  if  you  would  supply  us  with  the 
above  information  along  with  any  picture  and  literature  on  the  statue 
for  our  files.  We  collect  and  maintain  special  listings  on  all  heroic 
bronze  statues  on  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.)  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
Asst.  to  Dr.  McMurtry 

MJH/jb 


STATE  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA 

CHARLESTON 
25305 


March  12,    1973 


Mrs.   Mary  Jane  Hubler 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,   Indiana 

Dear  Mrs.    Hubler: 

We  are  enclosing  two  newspaper  clippings  concerning  the  statue, 
Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight.     They  are  self-explanatory. 

If  you  wish  to  contact  us  later  in  the  year,   perhaps  we  can  give 
you  more  information  about  the  unveiling  of  the  statue. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Mrs.)  Carol  Warner 
Assistant  Librarian 

Enclosure 
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HARQLC  LEE 

P.    D.   SCX   £79i, 

1S.19    VIRGINIA,.  3VR£ET.    EAST 

CHARLESTG.v     WEST   V.&31NIA   2S3SO 

PHONE:   S*3-CI56 

July  2,   1973 


Mr.  Mark  Neely (  Jr.,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,   Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Neely: 

Enclosed  find  article  regarding  a  Lincoln  statue  which 
will  adorn  the  Capitol  I~.v/n  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia. 

I  was  wondering,  if  at  ail  possible ,  could  there  be  some 
money  found  somewhere  for  a  donation  to  this  project. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  further  assistance  in  this  matter 
don't  hesitate   to  call  on  me. 

Sincerely , 


Harold  G.   Lee 

General  Agent 
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Kach  day.  brills  us  ciaser  (o  the  day 
when  Abraham  Lincoln  will  walk  at 
midnight,  upon  our  State  <'Vp»toi 
grounds. 

For  seven  months  Benin-  Wiepper. 
("haiiestoji    anist    ,,«,:u    .-.<•    .  .".j»- 

worked  (Hi  the  Statue,  !ir;  i  g.  and 
bringing  it  to  a  nine  .;'    His 

work    is    completed    a week, 

Thursday.  November  ;.'».  he  will  be 
taking  it  to  the  Sheidow  bronze  Corp  . 
at  Kingwood.  where  it  will  be  cast  in 
bronze,  It  will  take  the  Sheidow  people 
live  to  .six  months  to  complete  the  work 
of  casting  it. 

We  now  will  concern  ourselves  with 
the  creation  oi'  a  base,  or  inundation. 
upon  (he  Statehouse  grounds,  upon 
which  the  Statue  will  in-  placed  when 
brought  back  to  Charleston  It  has  l>epn 
said  that  the  Statue  wi  1  weigh  eleven 
Ions  when  finished. 

Dedication  date  bur"  the  Statue  has 
In-en  set  for  June  2«th.  1*7 -J.  West 
Virginia  Day. 

Many  shows,  plays  and  concert's  are 
being  arranged  ...)>cgiiimnK  with  S..Uir 
day,  June  l.ith.  and  upon   each   day 


.West  Virginia  will  be  one  hundred 
and  eleven  years  old  on  June  20th..  anri 
we  regard  this  Statue  as  a  gift  to  oar 
beloved  Slate,  lor  the  people  of  the 
State  have  paid  for  it. ..by  their  contri- 
butions. Contributions  have  come  from 
every,  section  of  the  State  and  contri- 
butions are  still  being  asked  for  and 
will  ix;  welcomed  through  the  coming 
months,  because  we  have  no  was  of 
knowing  ius(  how  much  wili  be  need- 
ed 

•  The  entertainment  we  »re  planning 
will  require  some  funds  since  syine  of  it 
will  come  from  out-of-state.  We  will  be. 
using  much  local  talent. 

Wiicn  the  day  of  Dedication  comes- 
...we  are  looking  forward  to  an  im- 
mense crowd  on  the  Statehouse  lawn. 
Whik?  many,  have  contributed  there 
are  still  some  who  have  not 

If  you  contribute,  you're  going  to  love 
that  Statue  more  ..for  you  will  fcel- 
.   that  you. have  helped  to  erect  it. 

Therefore,  if  you  have  not  contri- 
buted yet... please  do  so.  Make  check 
payable  to:  The  Lincoln  Statue  Fund 
Corp  '.    National-  Hank   of   '"ommerce. 
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WORKING  CN- 'the' "head  of 
statue,  "Lincoln  Walks  at  M    - 
night,"  is  sculptor 'BeLT.'^  V.  .    - 


per  in  his  studio.  Sketch  of  the 
statue  hangs  in  the  background. 
(Gazette  Photo  hy  Lewis  Raines). 
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West  Virginia's   110th  birthday   to 
finds   the   statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
.closer  than  ever  to  a  p^ce  on  the  Capi- 
Uwa  after  a  seven-y^ar  fund-raising 
drive. 

The  statue,  "Lincoln  Walks  at  Mid- 
right,"  is  being  shaped  by  sculptor  Ber- 
nie  Wiepper  for  the  next  and  final  stage 
of  being  cast  in  bronze'. 

"I'll  probably  be  done  with  my  work 
.£  aivoLher  three  or  four  weeks,"'  Wiep- 

.  said,  referring  to  the  finishing  pare 
of  his  work  with  plaster  of  paris. 

"What  Vm  doing  is  going  to  be  cast  in 
>rcnze   by   Sheidow  "2:'jnze   Works   in 
.v.i-igwood,"  he  .added. 

He  has  dc  ne  the  bottom  arid  top  of  the 
jtatue  and  is  now  wor.ui.g  on  the  head. 


State  Arts  and  Humanities  Council 
ich  allotted  $15,000  in  matching  funds 
for  the  statue  in  1872. 

More  money  is  needed,  however,  to 
complete  the  project,  sponsors  said.  Con- 
tributions can  be  made  to  the  Lincoln 
Statue  Fund  at  the  National  Bank  of 
Commerce. 

President  Lincoln  signed  the  act  under 
which  former  northwestern  Virginia 
counties  became  the  separate  state  <d 
West  Virginia  in  1863. 


"THE  FINISHED  product  will  stand 
about  14  feet  high  on  its  base,"  he  ex- 
plained. 

In  1966,  Mayor  William  S.  Bryant   . 
Summersvilie  began   ;:ue   campaign   to 
erect,  a  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  on  Capi- 
tol grounds. 

Since  that  time,  Mrs.  Louise1  Bing  of 
Charleston  has  publicized  the  effort  and 
made  the  campaign  statewide  for  Lhe 
goal  of  $30,000. 
In  1971,  sponsors  noted,  lhe  drive  had 
-  ad  Gnly  about  $4,000  .n  voluntary 
contributions  from  the  public  and  pro- 
jects by  school  children. 
.  The  orivt  was  given  a  special  bees:  bj 
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Jtsi  auk'  ul.  .diles  its  charmcter 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 

November  28,   1973 


Mr.   Mark  Neely ,  Jr.,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Neely: 

Please  refer  to  my  previous  correspondence  regarding  a  donation 
toward  the  statue,    "Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight",  which  will  be 
placed  on  our  State  Capitol  lawn. 

I  was  wondering  if  Lincoln  National  might  be  ■  able  to  fit  a 
donation  into  their  1  ..Iget,  since  the  1973  budget  was 

already  set.     Enclosed  find  picture  and  description  of  the 
schedule  for  the  dedication  and  completion  of  "Lincoln  Walks 
at  M-dnight" . 


Harold  G.   Lee 
President  ■ 


HGL/jr 
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Please  review  and  discuss  with  me. 
Please  answer  direct. 
Please  prepare  reply  for  my  signature. 
Please  furnish  information  for  my  reply. 
Please  note  and  return. 
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December  28,  1973 


Mp.  Harold  G.  Lee,  President 
The  Lincoln  National  Life 

Insurance  Company 
1219  Virginia  S'ireet,  East 
Charleston,  West  Virginia  25330 

Bsar  Harold: 

V;  have  looked  again  at  the  "Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight*'  project 
you  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  November  28  to  Mark   oly  and 
j ;  rTc<;  that  we  do  not  find  it  possible  to  contribute   It  has 
been  our  policy  to  specialise,  vitxiin  our  museum  here  in  the 
home  office,  on  a  local  basis  and  whenever  we  depart  from  that 
local  support  to  do  it  on  a  national  level. 

Ve  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  look  at  the  project  again  and 
visa  you  complete  success  in  it. 


Sincerely, 


T«  A.  Burns 

Vice  President,  Secretary 

and  Treasurer 


TAB/akd 


"fay  8,  1975 


Irs.  Carol  Warner 

Assistant  Librarian 

Dept.  of  Archives  §  History  of  West  Virginia 

State  Capitol 

Charleston,  West  Virginia  25301 

Dear  Mrs.  Warner: 

We  corresponded  back  in  March  1973  regarding  the  bronze 
statue  "Abrahan  Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight,"  a  sculptural 
translation  by  Fred  Torrey. 

At  that  particular  time  you  suggested  that  I  contact  you 
later  regarding  the  unveiling  of  the  statue.   From  a  recent 
picture  of  the  statue,  we  noted  that  it  was  installed  and 
erected  on  June  20,  1974.  Do  you  have  any  data  or  printed 
literature  that  you  can  send  us  on  the  statue  for  our  files? 
Also  we  would  like  to  have  an  8"  x  10"  print  of  the  statue 
as  it  appears  on  the  state  capital  grounds. 

We  maintain  a  complete  up-to-date  file  on  all  heroic 
bronze  statues  that  have  been  erected  on  Abraham  Lincoln. 
We  also  feature  one  of  these  statues  each  year  on  our  annual 
Boy  Scout  attendance  award.  We  are,  therefore,  most  interested 
in  keeping  this  file  on  an  up-to-date  basis,  complete  with 
data  and  illustrations. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention  in  this  matter. 

Sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.)  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
Assistant  to  Dr.  Neely 


MJH/jn 


STATE  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA 

apartment  of  ^rcfyfoes  ano  J$ttstor|j 


CHARLESTON 
25305 


LIBRARY  MUSEUM 

348-2278  May    13,     1975  348-2276 


Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
1301  South  Harrison  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Dear  Mrs.  Hubler: 

We  are  enclosing  a  program  of  the  dedication  of  the 
statue  "Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight",  an  8"  x 
10"  print  of  the  statue  as  it  appears  on  the  capitol1 
grounds,  an  obituary  notice  for  Mrs.  Mabel  Torrey, 
widow  of  Fred  M.  Torrey,  and  a  newspaper  clipping  en- 
titled "Torrey  statue  story  will  be  in  limelight"  from 
the  Fairmont  (W.  Va.)  West  Virginian,  Feb.  5,  1974. 

If  the  statue  is  featured  in  any  of  your  publications, 
we  would  appreciate  very  much  having  copies  of  these 
for  our  files. 


Sincerely, 


fctMO-1 — 


(Mrs)  Carol  Warner 
Assistant  Librarian 
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Dedication  Day 


June  20, 1974 


10:00  -  12:00  Noon 

10:00  Charleston  Symphony  Orchestra Conductor,  Charles  Schiff 

10:45  Nicholas  County  High  School  Band  Director,  Gus  Penix 


11:00  -  12:00  Noon 

Invocation Rev.  Paul  J.  Gilmer 

National  Anthem  Charleston  Symphony  Orchestra 

Greetings  from  Charleston The  Honorable  John  G.  Hutchinson,  Jr., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Charleston 

Introduction  of  Distinguished  Guests The  Honorable  Lysander  L.  Dudley,  Sr. 

Commerce  Commissioner,  State  of  West  Virginia 

West  Virginia  Hills Charleston  Symphony  Orchestra 

History  of  Project William  S.  Bryant,  President 

Lincoln  Statue  Fund  Corp. 
Introduced  by: Thomas  D.  Wilkerson 

Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic Charleston  Symphony  Orchestra 

Address Honorable  Arch  A.  Moore,  Jr. , 

Governor  of  West  Virginia 

Lincoln  Portrait Charleston  Symphony  Orchestra 

Narrator Jack  Hollahan 

Unveiling  of  Statue Mrs.  K.  S.  (Bettie)  Sun 

Daughter  of  Fred  M.  Torrey 

Closing Nicholas  County  High  School  Band 
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LINCOLN  HEAD  —  Waller  Giimin,  an  employe 
of  the  Sheidow  Bronze  Co.,  holds  a  plaster  of 
paris  mold  of  the  head  of  Lincoln  which  will 
surmount  the  nine-foot  statue  of  the  martyred 
president  which  will  be  erected  on  the  lawn  of 
the   state   Capitol. 


HP 

1  orrey  3' 

Story  Will  Be 


o 


(Editor's  Note:  Mrs.  Frankman  is  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  long  battle  to  erect  the 
"Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight"  sialue 
on  the  laun  of  the  West  Virginia  Capitol  in 
Charleston.  Today  she  tells  about  a  forthcoming 
television  program  about  the  statue  on  Sunday 
and  about  the  statue  dedication  June  20.) 

By  HELEN  FRANKMAN 

Afler  Groundhog  D^y,  February  has  a 
way  of  turning  the  minds  of  people  back 
to  their  heritage  "and  as  at  no  other  time 
throughout  the  year  they  are  reminded 
^>f  great  men  such  a_s  Washington  and 
tA-incohT.,*  because  (for  state  employes  at 
least)  it  means  a  couple  of  legal  holidays. 
The  bearded  face  of  Lincoln  appears  again 
in  newspapers  and  magazines  and  suddenly 
he  i8'  remembered.  Already  I  have  been 
esked  by  a  fellow  worker:  '.'Whatever 
became  of  that  Lincoln  statue  business?'" 
It  is  my  pleasure  to  reply:  Watch  ""The 
Mountain.  Seen-?"- on  WWVU-TV  channel 
24  (8  on  cable) Sunday  at  7:30  p.m. 

I  must  admit  that  occasionally  at  other 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  reply:  Watch  "The 
Mountain.  Scene" ■•  on  WWVU-TV  channel 
24  (8  on  cable) Sunday  at  7:30  p.m. 

I  must  admit  that  occasionally  at  other 
times  someome  'will  ask  me  about  the 
statue  of  "Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at 
Midnight"  and  usually  I  am  too  surprised 
to.  make  an  intelligent  response.  It's  not 
that  I  mind  being  asked.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  flattered  that  I  have  been  associated, 
■e„t»  least  in  the  thoughts  of  a  few,  with 
t.vis  great"  project  and  that  it  has '  not 
been  forgotten  altogether  here. 

I  am  awaTe  that  it  never  .really  caught 
on  in  Fairmont  the  way  it  should  have 
and  I  wonder  if  I  am  not  to  blame.  I  am 
only- a  writer  (and  even  that  statement 
is  subject  to  debate).  I  do  indeed  wish 
I  had  what  it  takes  to  approach  every 
place  of  business,  every  industry,  the  coal 
companies,  the  banks,  and  every  single 
individual  face  to  face  and  convince  them 
that  it  is  still  not  too  late  to  contribute 
their  share  toward  this  thing  that  is  so 
truly    qreat    that    it    will    ondr.re  forever 
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Torrey 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

■  Money  Raised 
Commissioner  Of  Commerce 
Lysander    Dudley     campaigned 
for   and   raised    $10,000    in    the 

•     !iV  >ear  but  ^ere  were  times 
before     when     Bill  .  Bryant     of 

Summersvlle  u-ho  is  president 
of  the  Fund  Corp..  had  to 
borrow  money  and  pledge  his 
2^  guarantee  that  w 
would  be  able  to  come  up  with 
a  given  amount  at  the  an 
propria te  time.  Had  this  not 
been  done   we  would  have  Jos 

Sdto  ri&modeI  to  *«ta Twith 

and  m  1972  we  would  have  had 
to  forfeit  our  first  real  break 
through  a  $15,000  grant  from 
we  Arts  and  Humanities 
Ojunol  Where  was  Fairmon 
then?  The  city  In  which  Fred 
Torrey  was  born  and  reared' 

TnT.Cfafe  StiH  in  need  ol  funds 
Inflation  overtook  us  as  we 
Progressed    so    slowly,    but    we 

that  we  can  move  forward  now 

to  the  culminanon  of  this  dream 
and  it  will  soon  become  reality 
before  our  eyes.  *<=amy 

The  dedication  will  take  place 

•Vp-Sfi.  r-  blrthday  «*  West 
vi-g-ma.  I  am  sure  many  from 
«»»    city    will    want    to    be    in 

Charleston,  for  toe   occasion.   I 

■children  ,«arJOn  COUnty  Srf100' 
event-  fhl  WIUleSS  thls.  bisU,ric 
event,  the  presentation  to  West 
Virginia  of  the  first  and  only 
statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  ever 

of  iSfS  ,Wi*,n   ^e   ^daries 
of  the  Statehouse." 
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1  In  1967  his  headline  read-  "He 
walks,  at  Midnight  but  not  in 
w.  Va..  a  headline  also  used  I 
by  Jim  Comstoek  toe  previous 
year  m  HiUbllly.  (Right  heru*l 
is  a  good  example  of  how  j 
^Id  go  right  off  onto  a  dis- 
cussion of  toe  part  Jim  Corn- 
stock   played   in   our  story   but 

until  a  later  date.)  ' 

caLwe^emb€r,  ,n    "70    Frank  i 

JnaT0ls     toe'T^^ote"58 
Moore     unWi,,00^1 
"alph      Waldo,   Emerson     and 
pnnted    a    portion    of    Vacheli 
UncUays  poem  which  inspired! 

71    he    tned   to  JieJp   the  fund- 
raising    cause     by^eadinga 

2  ^selves.- 'Dollars  for 
Lincoln  and  went  out  seeking 
contributions    It  was  toatlame 

EV?    *?  Governor  Soke 
at   the   Lincoln    Day   Dinner   at 

toe  Morgan  Hotel  and  was  pre 
seated  with  one  of  the  Lincoln 
papenve^nts  which  were  on 
sate  to  help  raise  money.      • 

In  April  of  1973  Frank  Heast- 
er  wrote  these  last  words  about 
the  project:  "I  feel  like  I  have 
wen  writing  about  toe  statue 
since    time     imjnemoriaJ      and 

toe"  f  rr?ably  W  **  one  3 
toe    first    to    see    the    finished 

product."  But  fate  deemed  « 
otherwise  and  Frank  •  met  'a 
tragic  deato  without  having 
seen,  the  finished  product. 
Many  Involved 
As  I  leaf  through  toe  scrap- 
book,  name  after  name  leap  out 
at  me  and  I  know  only  too  well 
hat  it  will   require  .the  wri^l 
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•  on    June    20,    this    year,    which 
•is    the    111th    birthday    of    West 

•  Virginia.  I  am  sure  many  from 
this    city    will    want    to    be    in 

.  Charleston'  for   the    occasion.    I 

;  wish   we    could    provide    a    way 

i  for    the    Marion    County    school 

children  to  witness  this  historic 

event;   the  presentation  to  West 

Virginia   of   the    first    and   only 

statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  ever 

■  to  stand   within   Jhe  boundaries 

of  the  Statehouse." 

The    name    of    Fairmont    will 

.  be  in  the  text  of  every  speaker 

•  and  on  the' lips  of  all  the  people, 
it  will  be  spoken  more  than  the 
name  of  any  other  city  in  the 
state.  We  from  Marion  County 
should  stand  tall.  A  real  satis- 
faction would  come  'from  the 
knowledge  that  we  gave  gener- 
ously and  upheld  the  honor 
which  is  rightfully  ours.  This 
day  of  recognition,  when  hom- 
age is  paid  to  one  of  our  own, 
will  be  long  remembered.  How- 
sad  Jt  .  is  that  it"'  came 
posthumously  to  Fred  Torrey, 
for  he'  had  long  hoped  and 
planned  for  this  event. 

Help  StUl  Needed 
It  is  not  too  late  to  hehp.  A 
week  of  patriotic  events  is  be- 
ing planned  to  precede  the  dedi- 
cation. Has  Fairmont  nothing 
to  contribute?  Is  there  not  tal- 
ent available?  Certainly  our 
schools  or  college  or  Little 
Theater  group  could  come  up 
with  some  form  of  enter- 
tainment. What  about  an  '  elo- 
quent recitation  of  Vachel  Lind- 
say's "Abraham  Lincoln  Walks 
at  Midnight,"  with  background 
music,  accompanied  by  a  bi- 
ographical sketch  of'  Lindsay, 
or  an  account  of  how  Fred  Tor- 
rey came  to  bear  such  a  read- 
ing and  became  inspired  to  cre- 
ate bis  own  version  of  the  tor- 
mented Lincoln;  "a  bronzed, 
lank  man!  His  suit  of  ancient 
black,  a  famous  high  top  hat 
and  plain  work-worn  '  shawl 
make  him  the  quaint  great  fig- 
ure men  love,  the  prairie-law- 
yer, master  of  us  all." 

Perhaps  a  skit  could  be  used, 
or  a  short  play.  Money  will  be 
necessary  for  the  rental  of 
auditoriums.  Fairmont  should 
provide  at  least  one  band  for 
a  concert  —  or  maybe  someone 
has  a  film  pertaining  to  Lincoln 
that  would  be  suitable.  I  have 
no  idea  what  the  schools  might 
be  able  to  come  up  with.  I  am 
also  aware  that  most  schools 
will  have  dismissed  for  the 
summer  by  June  20.  Neverthe- 
less Fairmont  needs  to  be 
better  represented,  either  by 
contributions  in  money  or  by 
local  talent.  The  publicity  would 
make  an  endeavor  worthwhile 
and  donations  of  money  are  tax 
deductible. 

Organizing  this  article  ts 
about  as  impossible  as  any  task 
I  ever  undertook.  There  is  no 
way  to  line  it  all  up  so  that 
each  fact  will  fall,  into :  place 
as  the  story  progresses.  There 
is  jo  very  much  to  say  and 
so  many  things  branch  off  into 
other  things  and  other  people 
that  it  could  continue  indefi- 
nitely, and  I  have  been  •  told 
that  there  is  a  paper  shortage. 
If  the  editor  is  willing,  I  may 
just  keep  trying  by  dividing  it 
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been    writing    about    the    statue 
since     time     immemonaj,     and 
now  I  probably  will  be  one  of 
the    first    to    see 'the    finished 
product."    But    fate    deemed    it 
otherwise    aad    Frank  ■  met  'a 
tragic     death     without     having 
seen  the  finished  product. 
Many  Involved 
As   I  leaf  through  the   scrap- 
book,  name  after  name  leap  out 
at  me  and  I  know  only  too  well 
that  it  will  require  .the  writing 
of    not    this    one    but    of    many 
stones  to  do  them  justice.  The 
people      behind      these      names 
mean   much   to   me,   they   com- 
prise    the     fringe     benefits     or 
compensation    for    my    '"thank- 
less toil"  such  as  decorating  a 
downtown    window    with    statue 
material     all     by     myself     and 
earthing  it  all  to  a  httle  corner 
allotted    me    one    year    ai    tf,e  ' 
Manning-ton    Fair,    and    besides 
that,  writing,  writing,  writingl 

It  is  these  people  behind  the 
scenes  whom  \;  ha  ye  come  to 
know  by  actual  meeting  and  by 
correspondence  who  have  done 
the  most  to  make  it  all  worth- 
while,' They  have'  shown  me 
new  horizons,  they  have  en- 1 
riched  my  life  one  hundred  fold.  I 
They  are  most  all  of  them  su- 
perior \o  me  in  their  capa- 1 
bjlities  and  far  beyond  Lhe 
scope  of  my  own  limitations  by 
the  stimulation  of  mere  contact, 
the  sharing  of  an  opinion  or  ob- 
jective. The  privilege  of  some- 
times looking  from  the  inside 
out,  rather  than  from  the  out- 
side in,  is  a  wonderful  thing. 

It's  been  a  marvelous  experi- 
ence and  I'm  almost  afrajd  I 
will  miss  it  ■  when  it's  over. 
There  is  an  atmosphere  of 
warmth-  to  it  all,  a  sensation 
that  comes  from  being  pan  of 
a  group  ail  working  for  a  sir^.t- 

goal. ,  . 

'•"  '  The  Artist-' 
Bernie  Wjepper  h  Charles- 
ton s  artisan-residence,  so  to 
speak.  The  capital  city  is  aware 
of  him  in  every  building  and 
on  most  every  street  corner. 
He  has  done  portraits  in  oil  of 
people  in  every  walk  of  life  and 
his  ability  in  the  art  of  sculp- 
tonng  is  equally  impressive 
Bernie  j's  a  genius  and  he  lives 
and  thinks  and  acts  as  one  He 
would  qualify  for  the  lead  'role 
in  a  drama  depicting  a  bearded 
Bohemian  artist  painting  j-n  a 
dirty,  dingy  loft  above  a  Paris 
brothel.  He  Is  a  delightful  sub- 
ject for  the  imagination  ,of  art 
author. 

Last  year,  oh  Nov.  15,  Bernie 
delivered     what     we     call     the 
"pattern"     of     Fred     Torrey's 
model  to  Sheidow  Bronze  Corp. 
in  Kingwood.  From  Torrey's  42- 
inch    "Abraham    Lincoln    Walks 
at    Midnight,"    Bernie    Wiepper 
had    created    a   nine-foot   image 
which  required  many  months  of 
concentrated    effort.    From   this 
pattern,   sometime  in   May,   ac- 
cording to  Harry  Van  Iderstine, 
president    oL  Sheidow    Bronze, 
the    finished    product    will    be 
completed.     A    giant    Abraham 
Lincoln    made    of    marble    and 
cast  in  bronze.  The  granite  ped- 
estal will  be  a  product  of  Stew- 
art    Marble     Works     in     Man- 
nington. 

Flood  lights  will  be   installed 
w"  *i  the  base. 


University  Television  and  lives 

with  his   wife  and   daughter  in 

Morgantown.  He  is  37  years  old. 

The    long    last    of    positions    he 

has  held  before  coming  to  West 

,  Virginia   is  an  impressive  one. 

For  instance  the.  one  which  took 

my  eye  was,  announce/,  emcee, 

narrator,  audience  warm-up  'at 

the   IBM   Pavilion   at   the   New 

York  World's   Fair.   1965.  He  is 

a    graduate   of   Memphis    State 

University    and    was     born    in 

Memphis,   Tenn.   Right   now   he 

is    in    Charleston    covering    tha 

Legislature     for     his    -program 

called  "Capitol  Beat." 

His  Is  a  fascinating  story 
which  will  have  to  shelved  until 
later  also.  He  is  very  favorably 
impressed  with  what  he  has 
heard  about  the  presentation  of 
the  stafue  of  Lincoln  to  West 
Virgin:.;  and  will  be  seen  and 
heard  talking  to  my  very  good 
friend,  the  one  responsible  for 
it  all,  Miss  Louise  Blng  as  he 
interviewed  her  for  the 
television  program  to  be  seen 
on  Sunday.  Reruns  of  The 
Mountain   Scene   are   shown   on 
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about  as  impossible  as  any  task 
I  ever  undertook.  There  is  no 
way  to  line  it  all  up  so  that 
each  fact  will  fall,  into :  place 
as  the  story  progresses.  There 
is  so  very  much  to  say  and 
so  many  things  branch  off  into 
other  things  and  otJher  people 
that  it  could  continue  indefi- 
nitely, and  1  have  been- told 
that  there  is  a  paper  shortage. 
If  the  editor  is  willing,  I  may 
just  keep  trying  by  dividing  it 
into  a  series  of  stories,  for  I 
have  given  up  already  getting 
it  all  said  in  one. 

Heaster  Helped 
As  Feb.  12  draws  near  and 
we  begin  to  hear  the  repeated 
stones  and  anecdotes  of  Abe 
Lincoln,  I  think  of  Frank  Heast- 
er, who  each  year  in  his  Pano- 
rama (magazine  section  of  the 
Morgantown  Dominion-Post) 
wrote  a  few  paragraphs  about 
President  Lincoln  on  the  Sun! 
day  before  his  birthday.  After 
the  lau-rvohing  of  the'  statue 
project,  he  never  failed  to  men- 
tion It  and  often  he  would  run 
o    pUf;:      re   I'    in   his    rr-v   '.n. 


TThich^required  many  months  of 
concentrated  effort.  From  this 
pattern,  sometime  in  May,  ac- 
cording to  Harry  Van  Iderstine, 
president  of,  Sheidow  Bronze, 
the  finished  product  will  be 
completed.  A  giant  Abraham 
Lincoln  made  of  marble  and 
cast  in  bronze.  The  granite  ped- 
estal will  be  a  product  of  Stew- 
art Marble  Works  in  Man- 
nington. 

Flood  lights  will  be  installed 
w"  "i  the  ba«e. 

Scenes  taken',  at  Sheidow 
B-~..ii  in  Kingwood,  will  be 
shown  'in  The  Mountain  Scene 
Sunday  night  and  described  by 
Jack  Hollahan  who  joined 
Bernie  *  Wiepper.  there  as  he 
delivered  the  pattern  'of 
"Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at 
Midnight."  Hollahan  came  to 
West  Virginia  only  two  years 
ago  but  in  that  time  he  has 
developed  a  genuine  Uking  for 
the  Mountain  State.  He  says  it 
may  be  the  spot  he  will  settle 
down  in  and  build  a  long  term 
career.  .,  •,  ' 

He  is  the  Public  Affairs 
r...r  i;.  .         f   -.      v''    '       Vi-    '    -■ 


which  will  have  to  shelved  until 
later  also.  He  is  very  favorably 
impressed  with  what  he  has 
heard  about  the  presentation  of 
the  statue  of  Lincoln  to  West 
Virginia  and  will  be  seen  and 
heard  talking  to  my  very  good 
friend,  the  one  responsible  for 
it  all,  Miss  Louise  Blng  as  he 
interviewed  her  for  the 
television  projiarn  to  be  seen 
on  Sunday.  Reruns  of  The 
Mountain  Scene  are  shown  on 
Monday  at  7:30  p.m.,  Tuesday 
at  10:00  p.m.,  and  Wednesday 
at  3:30  p.m.  At  the  dedication 
ceremony  on  June  20,  Jack  will 
narrate  "Tie  Lincoln  Portrait" 
to  the  background  music  of  the 
Charleston  Symphony  Orchestra 
with  Charles  Schiff  directing.  ■ 

A  few  Lincoln  paperweights 
are  still  available  at  Jones 
downtown  store.  We  feel  they 
will  be  very  much  in  demand 
soon  as  souvenirs  of  the 
Dedication. 

'  Contributions  may  be  sent  to 
The  Lincoln  Statue  Fund  Corp., 
National  Bank  of  Commerce, 
One         Commerce         Square, 


May  23,  1975 


Mrs.  Carol  Warner 
Assistant  Librarian 
Department  of  Archives  §  History 
Charleston,  West  Virginia  25305 

Dear  Mrs.  Warner: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  all  the  information  and  photo  that 
you  sent  us  on  the  statue  "Abraham  Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight." 

If  this  is  featured  in  our  publication,  we  will  be  happy 
to  send  you  a  few  copies  for  your  files. 

Sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.)  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
Assistant  to  Dr.  Neely 


MJlI/jn 


West  Virginia 


JANUARY   1975 
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Nov.    16,    1981. 


The  Louis  Warren  Library  &  Museum 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Mary  Jane  Hubleri 

So  delighted  to  have  your  lovely  letter.   It  bold  me  many  things 
that  1  had  wondered  about. 

I'm  trying  to  get  the  August  issue  of  GOLDENSEAL  to  you.... IF... 
there  is  an  issue  left.   1  was  given  many  copies  when  it  first  came 
out. . . .by  its  Editor. . .but  I 've  given  many  to  friends. . .and  now. . . . 
I  have  but  one  left... ana  I  can't  part  v/ith  that.   If  there  is  an 
issue  left.... you  will  get  one  and  I  hope  you  do. 

For  one  reason. ...  the  article  has  pictures  of  me.... and  the  one 

taken  beside  the  Statue... is terrible  ...  for  the  sun  was  bright 

. . .but  Abe  looked  good. 

Some  of  the  pictures  was  taken  here  in  my  home... and  in  one... 
I'm  holding  a  picture  of  Lincoln. .. .that  I  have  never  seen  pictured, 
or  spoken  of  in  the  Lincoln  Lore  material.   I  just  don't  recall 
^Z   having  seen  it.   The  picture  was  done  by . . . .William  Edgar  Marshall. 

I'm  sending  you  here... the  write  up  about  this  man  Marshall... 

You  may  have  it In  case  you  don' t ... .Please  send  all  material 

I'm  sending  you... back  to  me.   You  can  copy  all  of  this  stuff... xhen 
return  it  to  me...  I  have  quite  a  Lincoln  Collection. . .about  30  Books 
and  no  end  of  articles. .. .on  top  of  all  the  Lincoln  Lore  material  that 
fills  two  folders.... 

Now  the  portrait  of  Lincoln  done  by. . .William  Willard. . .which 
\y      went  on  view  Feb.  12-1977.... I  do  not  have.... do  you'r 

The  pictures  of  the  Sxatue  (in  color)... and  the  close  up  view  of 
Lincoln' s  Face. . . .none  by. . .Fred  Martin  Torrey. . . .Born  1884  in. . . 

Fairmont,  West  Va was  used  as  the  front  and  back  covers  of  the 

State  Magazine. .  .".Wonderful  West  Virginia'!  .... 

The  Model  for  the  Statue  was  42  inches  high.... and  this  shows  the 
perfection  of  the  features. . .done  by  Mr.  Torrey.   Our  local  Sculptor 
and  artist .. .Bernie  Wiepper  did  the  9  foot  plaster  cast... then  it 
was  taken  to  Kingwood,  West  Va.   where  the  Van  Icierstein  Co.  aid  the 
casting  in  bronze.... 

I'm  sure  that  you  know  the  story  of  the  making  of  the  Model.., 

by  Mr.  Torrey...  He  heard  read  the  poem  by  Nicholas  Lindsay 

"Abraham  Lincoln,  Walks  at  Midnight" ... .and  in  a  letter  to  me  he  said: 

I  could  hardly  wait  to  get  into  my  studio... and  create  the  face 
of  the  Lincoln,  that  I  envisioned.    Torrey ' s  wife  Mebel  was  also 
a  sculptor. . .but  she  did  only,  child  figures.   un  the  Capitol  grounds 
in  Des  Moines,  Iov/a.  .  .  . they  did  the  Statue  of  Lincoln  and  Tad.  Dhe 
did  Tad. .and  he  did  Lincoln... It  was  dedicated  in  I96I. 


Many  Thanks  for  wilting  me 
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November  2U,  1981 


Me.  Louise  Bing 
109  Vine  Street 
Charleston,  West  Virginia  25302 

Dear  Ms.  3 irj.gr 

Mrs.  Hubler  is  away  on  a  well-deserved  vacation, 
and  I  aza  taking  the  liberty  of  answering  your  letter. 
I  enjoyed  the  materials.   I  like  any  house  that  has 
stacks  of  books  in  it  and  lots  of  old  pictures  on  the 
walls , 

1  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  of  our  old  bulletins 
■which  discussed  the  Marshall  engraving.  I  also  enclose' 
some  information  on  the  Willard  portrait,  the  original 
of  which  now  hangs  in  the  National  Portrait  Gallery  in 
Washington. 

I  am  returning  your  materials  herewith. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 


MEN/Jaf        , 
Enclosures  — --  J-^U-^   /~"Y~V, 
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Bringing  Lincoln  to  West  Virginia 

Reminiscences  by  Louise  Bing 


A  lthough  the  fine  statue  of  Abra- 
JLjl.  ham  Lincoln  at  the  State  Capitol 
in  Charleston  looks  as  if  it's  been 
there  as  long  as  the  Statehouse  itself, 
it  actually  is  a  recent  addition  to  the 
grounds.  The  sculpture  was  unveiled 
on  West  Virginia  Day  in  1974,  after 
a  long  fund-raising  campaign,  to 
which  school  children  and  others  con- 
tributed money  and  time.  Creation  of 
the  monument  was  a  uniquely  West 
Virginian  undertaking,  inspired  by 
the  1963  Centennial  celebration.  The 
original  model  statue  was  sculpted  by 
Fairmont  native  Frederick  Martin 
Torrey,  with  Charleston  artist  Bernard 
Wiepper  later  translating  Torrey's 
work  into  a  full-size  plaster  "pattern." 
The  final  statue  was  cast  in  bronze  by 
a  Preston  County  foundry. 

Louise  Bing  was  treasurer  of  the 
group  responsible  for  the  erection  of 
the  Lincoln  statue.  Miss  Bing,  an  oc- 
casional GOLDENSEAL  writer, 
dropped  by  recently  to  share  her  recol- 
lections of  the  project.  I  set  out  to  in- 
terview her,  but  once  the  tape  recorder 
was  going  I  found  she  needed  no  ques- 
tioning or  prompting  by  me.  She  later 
called  to  say  that  she  feared  she  had 
not  done  justice  to  the  story,  and 
might  have  slighted  some  of  the  many 
people  involved  in  the  fund  drive — 
mentioning,  for  example,  Lysander 
Dudley  and  the  state  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  But  I  felt  that  what  the 
verbal  account  might  have  lacked  in 
the  way  of  detail,  it  more  than  made 
up  in  freshness  and  spontaneity,  and 
that  the  remarkably  active  Miss  Bing — 
not  a  young  woman,  even  at  that 
time — was  herself  a  central  figure  in 
the  story.  Here  is  her  largely  unedited 
memory  of  the  11-year  campaign  to 
properly  honor  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
the  state  created  by  his  signature  in 
1863. 

— Ken  Sullivan 


Louise  Bing  in  front  of  the  Lincoln  statue  at  the 
State  Capitol.  Photo  by  Rick  Lee. 


In  1963  West  Virginia  celebrated  its 
100th  anniversary,  and  the  state  went 
crazy  over  celebrations  of  every  de- 
scription, Charleston  especially.  Since 
Abraham  Lincoln  had  created  this 
state  of  West  Virginia  by  his  procla- 
mation and  signature,  I  thought  that 
at  this  time,  when  the  state  was  100 


years  old  and  celebrating  its  anniver- 
sary, that  Lincoln  should  be  honored, 
but  he  wasn't.  There  was  no  statue  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  that  had  ever  been 
erected  in  the  state  of  West  Virginia, 
and  I  thought  there  should  be  one. 

About  this  time  I  read  an  article  in 
a  local  paper  about  a  man  who  had 


Miss  Bing  examines  one  of  several  scrapbooks  from  the  Lincoln  statue  campaign.  Photo  by  Rick  Lee- 


been  born  in  1884  in  Fairmont.  His 
name  was  Fred  Martin  Torrey,  and  he 
left  the  state  when  he  was  25  years  old 
and  went  to  Chicago  to  enter  the  Chi- 
cago Art  Institute  to  study  sculptur- 
ing. While  there  he  met  a  woman  who 
was  from  Colorado  who  was  also 
studying  sculpturing.  They  had  so 
much  in  common,  and  they  fell  in  love 
and  married.  Her  name  was  Mabel.  So 
after  they  finished  with  the  Art  Insti- 
tute, they  set  up  their  own  studio  in 
Chicago  and  did  much  art  work  and 
sculpture. 

They  were  there  for  quite  some 
time,  and  then  they  moved  to  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  and  set  up  a  studio. 
While  they  were  in  Iowa,  Mr.  Torrey 


decided  to  place  a  statue  on  the  state- 
house  grounds  in  Des  Moines.  A  stat- 
ue of  Abe  Lincoln  and  Tad,  his  little 
boy.  No  statue  of  Lincoln  and  Tad  had 
ever  been  made  at  that  time.  Since 
Mrs.  Torrey  did  child  figures,  she  did 
the  figure  of  Tad  and  he  did  the  one 
of  Lincoln. 

They  were  in  Des  Moines  several 
years.  They  had  a  daughter  that  mar- 
ried and  lived  in  Ames,  Iowa,  so  then 
they  went  to  Ames  and  set  up  a  studio. 
And  they  were  there  several  years. 
While  they  were  there  in  Ames  I  start- 
ed corresponding  with  Mr.  Torrey,  in 
probably  '64  or  '65,  asking  him  to  pro- 
duce an  Abe  Lincoln  statue  for  the 
state  of  West  Virginia.  And  he  wrote 


back  and  said,  "My  health  is  failing, 
I'm  not  well.  I'm  through  sculptur- 
ing." But  he  said,  "There  s  a  model  for 
a  statue  sitting  right  here  in  my  office, 
it's  been  sitting  here  in  my  studio" — 
or  wherever  he  may  have  been — "for 
30  years.  If  West  Virginia  would  like 
to  have  the  model,  I'd  be  glad  to  sell 
it  to  them." 

So  I  wrote  back  and  told  him  that 
I  would  get  someone  to  come  to  Ames 
to  his  studio,  meet  him,  talk  to  him, 
and  see  the  model.  The  little  model 
was  42  inches  high,  he  called  it  "Abra- 
ham Lincoln  Walks  at  Midnight."  He 
got  the  idea  from  a  poem  by  Vachel 
Lindsay,  by  that  name. 

So  the  next  thing  I  did  was  to  call 
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Jim  Comstock  at  the  West  Virginia 
Hillbilly.  I  had  written  many  articles 
for  Hillbilly,  and  Jim  and  I  were  great 
friends.  I  told  Jim  the  story,  and  he 
said,  "Oh,  I'll  get  a  man  to  send  out 
there  right  away."  He  called  me  back 
and  he  said,  "I've  got  a  man  who  is 
Mr.  Bryant,  William  S.  Bryant,  from 
Summersville,  he's  been  the  mayor  of 
Summersville  for  16  years.  He  flies  his 
own  plane.  He  will  go  to  the  studio 
and  meet  Mr.  Torrey  and  see  the  mod- 
el." So  Bryant  came  back  from  there, 
and  he  was  delighted,  called  me  and 
he  said  that  the  model  was  beautiful 
and  he  would  like  very  much  to  have 
it,  he  hoped  West  Virginia  would  buy 
it.  And  he  said  that  Mr.  Torrey's  price 
for  the  model  was  $5,000.  Well,  I  said, 
"That's  where  we  start — to  collect  con- 
tributions. I've  got  to  raise  the  $5,000." 
By  then  it  was  1966,  nothing  had  been 
done. 

So  I  went  to  work  then  to  gather  the 
money,  for  the  $5,000.  And  it  took  till 
1969  to  get  the  $5,000.  But  when  we 
got  it,  Mr.  Bryant  got  in  his  plane, 
went  to  the  studio — in  the  meantime, 
Mr.  Torrey  had  died.  He  died  in  1967. 
Mr.  Bryant  gave  a  check  for  $5,000  to 
the  widow,  Mabel  Torrey.  And  he 
brought  the  little  model  back  with 
him  in  his  plane.  The  little  model  of 
the  statue  is  right  down  in  the  Gov- 
ernor's reception  room,  you  may  have 
seen  it. 

Mr.  Torrey  had  told  me  he  estimat- 
ed it  would  cost,  to  complete  the  statue 
and  have  it  erected  on  the  Statehouse 
grounds,  no  less  than  $40,000.  So 
when  the  $5,000  was  paid  for  the  mod- 
el, I  figured  then  it  would  take  $35,000 
more.  I  went  to  the  West  Virginia  Arts 
and  Humanities  Council  here,  and 
they  gave  me  $15,000.  That  was  my 
godsend,  and  a  great  big  help.  Then 
I  went  to  writing  letters  all  over  every- 
where, asking  for  contributions,  and 
articles  in  all  the  state  papers  asking 
for  contributions,  and  asked  that  the 
money  be  sent  to  the  National  Bank 
of  Commerce  for  the  Abraham  Lin- 
coln statue  fund. 

Many  people  were  in  favor  of  this 
and  got  out  and  really  worked  for  it. 
There  was  one  woman  in  Fairmont 
who  knew  all  about  the  Torreys  and 
had  known  them — the  Torrey  home- 
stead was  still  standing  there.  Her 
name  was  Helen  Frankman,  and  she 
said,  "Oh,  I'll  be  so  glad  to  help  you 
with  this  money."  Mrs.  Franklin  did 


Artist  Bernie  Wiepper  at  work  on  the  nine-foot  plaster  pattern  in  his  Charleston  studio  in  November 
1973.  Louise  Bmg  and  Bob  Nuzum  look  on.  Photographer  unknown 
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Below:  Jim  Comstock,  Louise  Bing,  and  Bill  Bryant  at  the  State 

Capitol  in  1970.  By  this  time  the  three  had  already  been  working  on 

the  statue  project  for  several  years.  Photographer  unknown. 

Bottom:  The  Statue  Committee  -  Helen  Frankman,  Bob  Nuzum,  Bi 

Bryant,  Miss  Bing,  and  Walter  Spring  -  at  a  meeting  in  1972. 

Photographer  unknown. 

Right:  Louise  Bing  with  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Photo  by  Rick 

Lee. 

Far  right:  Unveiling  the  statue  on  West  Virginia  Day,  June  20,  1974 

Betty  Sun,  sculptor  Torrey's  daughter,  is  assisted  by  former  Governor 

Arch  Moore  Photographer  unknown 


everything  over  the  years  it  took  to 
raise  the  money.  She  tried  all  kinds 
of  ideas  and  she  raised  much  money. 
Probably  over  $1,000.  Another  lady, 
now  still  living  in  Grafton,  I  think 
she's  97  years  old,  fell  for  the  idea.  She 
sent  me  check  after  check  after  check, 
$75,  $85,  $95,  $100,  till  I  think  she  sent 
about  $600  in  all.  Then  there  was  a 
lady  in  Charleston  that  was  in  favor 
of  the  idea.  And  she  said,  "I'm  going 


to  help  in  this  way.  I'm  going  to  Hur- 
ricane and  talk  to  a  man  down  there 
that  makes  paperweights.  I'm  going 
to  get  him  to  make  us  a  thousand  Lin- 
coln paperweights,  and  we'll  sell  'em. 
Sell  'em  for  $5  each,  and  of  course  out 
of  that  money  I've  got  to  pay  him  for 
making  'em."  So  we  received  over 
$1,000  in  contributions  from  the  pa- 
perweights. We  sold  'em,  every  one  of 
'em. 


So  it  went  on  and  on,  and  everybody 
contributed.  I  wrote  thousands  of  let- 
ters to  individuals  and  organizations, 
banks,  throughout  the  state.  The  mon- 
ey rolled  in. 

Then,  as  Mr.  Torrey  had  told  me, 
the  next  thing  we  had  to  find  was  a 
man  to  do  a  nine-foot  plaster  statue. 
Plaster  cast,  they  call  it  a  plaster  cast. 
He's  got  to  take  this  little  42-inch 
model   in   his   studio   and,   if   he's   a 
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sculptor  and  he  knows  how  to  do  it, 
by  measurement  he  can  produce  a 
nine-foot  plaster  cast.  Then  the  plaster 
cast  will  have  to  be  taken  to  King- 
wood,  West  Virginia,  where  the  Van- 
iderstine  [Sheidow]  Bronze  Corpora- 
tion is  and  they  will  set  it  in  bronze. 
Cast  it  in  bronze. 

So  I  located  Bernie  Wiepper  here  in 
Charleston,  who  is  an  artist  and  a 
sculptor.  Bernie  was  pleased  to  do  the 


job.  It  would  be  the  biggest  job  he  ever 
did.  It  took  Bernie  from  November 
1972  until  November  1973— took  him 
one  year — to  build  his  nine-foot  struc- 
ture. Then  he  took  it  to  Kingwood, 
and  they  had  it  up  there  until  1974, 
along  in  the  first  of  June  when  it  was 
brought  to  the  Statehouse  and  erected 
on  the  13th  day  of  June  1974.  Then 
the  dedication  came  on  West  Virgin- 
ia's birthday,  which  was  June  20th, 


1974.  That  was  the  day  they  had  the 
dedication.  And  of  course  there  was 
a  huge  crowd.  We  had  the  symphony 
orchestra,  we  had  high  school  bands 
play.  It  was  a  marvelous,  wonderful 
ceremony.  The  only  child  that  Fred 
Martin  Torrey  had  was  Mrs.  Betty 
Sun — she  lives  in  Colorado — and  she 
came  and  unveiled  the  statue.  And  it 
was  really  a  big  day,  and  a  very  grand 
day.   <& 
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Department  of  Culture  and  History 

The  Cultural  Center 

State  Capitol 

Charleston,  West  Virginia  25305 

Address  Correction  Requested 
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The  Louis  A.  V7arren  Lincoln 

Library  and  Museum    / 
1300  S.  Clinton  Street  //° 
Fort  Wayne,  IN  46301  /  l — ■ 

Attn:  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
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